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Tye Fol 2 ner 
| tO Tork, a ut arte 7s 4+ 
cottage, with a garden, that has Jong at General cent * 
tracted the eye of the traveller. The ; 
slip of land, is exactly a rood, inclosed boy a cut” quick 
hedge; and containing the cottage, fifteen apple- trees, one 
green gage, and three winesour plum; trees, two apricot- 
trees, several erry and currant bushes, abundance 
of common vegetables, and three; hives of bees; being all 
the apparent wealth of the possessdr. The $i 
ness * good order that marked every part this little 
domain, arid some circumstances respecting the owner, 
which had been mentioned to me by r. Burgh of Vork, 
n een w cine the history of the cotta r and 
his family. - In the end of — Jams I called there in 
my way Jork; but found the house and the gate of 
the pas be locked. In the road to: Tadcaster, however, I 
met his wife, laden with a basket of provisions from the 
market; and engaged her ta find her husband, who was 
at work about a mile off, and to send him to me at the inn 
at Tadeaster. When he arrived he very: denne gave 
me his history, as follows: 1 hun 21885. 211 
His name is Britton Abbot; bis age ixty-yoyens and hs 
wife's nearly the same. At mine years old be | 
de had gone to work with a farmer; and Eg Tthe 
_ being a Steady careful lad, andi a good la- 5 "Ind 
Fourer, 9 in * is called dak werk, "Y had 


rneat- 


* e BE For 6 AFR 454-4 4 


5 ACCOUNT OF A COTTAGE AND 

managed so well, that before he was twenty-two years of 
age, he had accumulated near C. 40. He then married, 
and took a little farm at C. 30 a year; but before the end 
of the second year he found it prudent, or rather necessary, 
to quit it; having already exhausted, in his attempt to 
thrive upon it, almost all the little property that he had 


heaped together. He then fixed in a cottage at Popple- 
right, he kept two cows. Here he had resided 1 
children 


fortably, as a labourer, for nine years, and had six childre 
living, and his wife preparing to lie in of a seventh, when 


an inelosure of Poppleton took place; and the arrange- 


ments made in consequence of it, obliged him to seek for a 


"new habitation, and other means of subsistence for his family. 


Hle applied to Squire Fairfax, and told him that, if he 
would let him have a little bit of ground 
He builds his cot- by the road- side, «he would shew him the 
m 200 P'RNES «© farhions on it.” Aſter enquiry into his 
haracter, he obtained of Mr. Fairfax the 
pies; and, with a little assistance from 
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garden, and the hedge 


2 , 8 
le says he cut it down 
ty Mr. Fairfax 
was so much pleased with the progress of his work, and 
the extreme neatness of his that he told him he 
Should be rent free. His answer deserves to be remem- 


bered: Noz Sir, you have a pleasure in seeing my cot- 
etage and garden neat: and why should not other squires 


% dens as nice about them. heme aan. — 22 
*« happy; and would love them, and the place where they 
lived: but now every little nook of land is to be let to 
te the great farmers; and nothing left for the poor, but to 
46 to the paris. CCCCCCC( 24 a1089G at 

He has had seven children e e Wnt. "ar PT | 
I e man's estate; ve are now living, an 
— 1 * thriving in the world. One 5p; Car- 


pärenter at Vork; another occupies a little 
F . - 4 — p 2 : i * , | | 5 
2 kc at wg { - ; 
71 
8 Ir; 75 5 


carriage of his materials, he built 


from 30 


- GARDEN; NEAR PADCASTER.. 5 


arm at Relfield; a third is the wife of x labourer, who 
has built a cottage for himself at Tadcaster, and wants 
vothing (as che father observed) but a bit of ground for a 
garden. Britton Abbot says he now earns $3 and some- 

—_ I 55. and 184. a week, b y hoeing turnips by the piece, 
| quick; and n « but 3 

| added «haut a grand character in all this ue 
gets rom his garden, annually, r — 
tatoes, besides other vegetables; and his fruit is worth 

His wife occasionally goes ouʒt 

to work; she also Spins at home, and takes care of his 
house and his garden. He says they have lived very happy 
together for forty-five years. To the account that I have 
given, it may be needless to add, that neither he, nor any 

part of his wats has ever bd occasion to apply for 
parochial relief. 

Though my visit was undtpected, 124 he at the latter 
end of his Saturday's work, his clothes 
were neat and'sufficiently clean: his coun- uy e r 
tenance was healthy and open; he was a ne, Ken 
little lame in one leg, the consequence of exposure to wet 
and weather. He said he had always worked hard and well; 
but he would not deny but that he had loved a mug of good 
ale (a) when he . it. When I told him my object 
in enquiring after him, that it was in order that other poor 


persons might have cottages and gardens as neat as his, and 98 
that he must tell me all his secret how it was to be done; 


he seemed extremely pleased, and very much affected; he 
said, nothing would make poor folks more happy, than 


L e finding that great folks thought of them: that he wished 


every man as comfortable a home as his own ; 
not but that he Believed there might be a ow thriftless 
fellows, who would not do good in it. 
had — whether he — not had a cow. He said he 
one, and she had died; and hav- 
ing no other place but the lane to keep Pond pours 
dis cow, he had not attempted to get an- 
| other.—* Could you get land, if you had a Te. 


(a) See this and the other notes at the end. 
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N ne could. e upp 12 2 lee 1 v Ct > 
de bought-for C. 12: and! nh Pri 1d rent get terms | 
4 of paying down £3: rot. immediately; and then ¶ 3. 1657 
te at thè end of each year during three years; and that the 
d ot was. n at the end of the tg years, if she 

* lived, and you think 


: he was nee panic ond few 
ers, to whom te won * 1 

Pecfally where they had 4 family 'of children. I told 
him to enquire whether he could g Wu little land; and 1 
would have some more ate with him Bont it, when 1 


1 * 5 
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The Nerz of Britton Abber, app s to me 10 mer 
8 ty, attention. At the time of the 3 | 
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oppleton, when he had six young « 
Axen living, and his wife preparing to ON 
"Seventh; his whole little system of economy and 
Arr ngement was at once destroyed; his house, his garden, 

his little field taken from Him, and all his sources of wealth 
dried up. With less success in Nik application for the Tood 
of Iand, the spot in which his industry was to be exerted, 
=o n justice to him it must be added) with less energy 
Possesses, he might have gone with his family into 
a ER — and, from that hour, have become a burthen 
to the public, instead of being one of its most useful mem. 
bers. Observe for a moment the effects of his well di- 
rected industry. Without any parochial aid, he has faised 
six of his seven children, to à state of maturity; and has 
laced them out respectably and comfortably in the world. 

Pie of them are now living, in the middle period of life; 
and he continues, at the age of Sixty-seven, a good working 
rer; happy in his own industry and good manage- 
ment; in the beauty and comfort of his cottage, and in the 
extreme fertility of his garden. 
B Abbot — 2 ** of energy and spirit that 
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—— 2 poor do not exert Tb. cottager 
— 2 not S0 much fore- dau deen. 
1 * 
jlanagem tbe wish in ene 
of — cit which they 
| system our vs, and in the manner in hie 
are executed. chav they properly and univerbally en- 
— — to eee and-economy, wwe. should soon find 
hriving rs in every part ef the kingdom. 
| 120 on — . 3 the money, now spent in work - 
houses, in w — is usually called * Wa of the poor, 
be applied in assisting and encouraging them to thrive and 
de happy in their cottages, the poor 's rate will be lessened, 
and a national saving made both in labour and food. The 
labourer is capable of more exertion; and is maintained for 
less chan half the expence, in his cottage, than in a work 
house. In his „he has his family around him, he 
has something he can call his own, he has objects to look 
forward to, and is the master of his own actions. Domestir 
connections, property, hope, liberty, those master 'springs * 
human action, exist not in a w 
It is the misfortune of this country, thatthe well-di osed 
and-industrious poot do not receive. suffi- | Def 2 
cient aid or encouragement. They find no; „ 
distinction made between them and the idle 
and profligate; except this hat the idle and profligate F 
ze maintained in part at their expence.” As the law is too fre- 
quently executed, the cottager, though poor himself, is regu- 
larly. assessed for the relief of the poor; but he receives no 
denefit from the fund, no assistance towards the support of 
 himselfand his family, unless he is reduced to absolute want, 
and presents himself hopeless at the door of the workhouse. 
This evil has been greatly increased by the ninth of 
George I. which: authorizes. the farming 
of wy poor, and refuses relief to those who Tacreaed by the 
will not submit to reside in the (c) work- to workhouses. 
house. It is in consequence, the interest | 
of the farmer of the workhouse, to keep it in such 1 Eon 
dition, that (to use Mr. Parry's words) © the honest and 
* industrious labourer, who * up a large family 


t e kind in every cot- eig 


bye er . — — DFV rather 
Ka pg __ 85 Mis abode midat such-wretc s-and 


NE te — "ten 2 — 2 4 | 


7 * time the favourite resort of the dissolute and aban- 


Af during the geverity of the winter, the high 


doned ; the dirt, the waste, the disorder, the want of regu- 
lation, and the (d) undistinguishing treatment of the worst 
and best characters, being as gratifying to them, as they are 
irkseme and disgusting to the: well * poor. 

Bos us een 2 be the of this system on 


. aware — doe ard will require 
os gan contrive-to pay. He has a young 
and increasing family; and, when times are at the best, 
he often finds it as much as he can do to go on, from one 
day to another, in their support. He can 2 ye that, 
of bread, 

or the visitation of sickness, his earnings wil always; and 
— 2 mn continue equal to the necessities of his fa- 
| Ik the hour of arrives, he knows the rule 


8 of Fin is parish, that no-ax5itance. it to be given to the'la- 


« Haufe, while he poste tles tmy thing of bis own ;* and that 
what, with much labour and much self-denial, he shall 
have Saved, nnn 
claim to parochial relief can be admitted. It may be well 
tg consider what incitement he has to thrift and forethought. 
Can we confidently answer for ourselves that, so circum- 
Stanced, we should act even as well, and look as much to 
futurity, as he does; or chat we should not be made mere 
sensualists by despondency? Is it perfectly clear; that we 
should not spend every penny, that could be spared from 
the daily nourishment of our families, i in elf-indulgence at 
an alehouse? _ 

Happy should I be, if 1 could ow the kinary of 
Want Britton Abbot, to obtain for the labourer 
for the Coptrages encouragement to imitate the energy of 

\ his industry. Of the different modes of 
— and * the W none would have more ten- 


— 


— 


„„ — —ů— 


enn mmm, 


pp m-abov: = ' _ aid, than 

t enabli ng t y Py o example, "Wal 

duch a manner; tha — — most deserving might in their torn 
become the owners of comfortable cottages and productive 


gardens; a measure which seems to be peculi 
the present condition of che dwellings of the It is a 
melancholy fact that, in (e) most parts of their 
habitations are not only comfortless and, devoid: of: accom- 
mo dation, but insufficient in number; and that honest and 
industrious families are frequently driven into the work- 
house, merely for the want of cottages in their parish. 
7's — of setting apart ground for them to build 
upon, were to generally, and in a 
manner to induce and enable — "Benefit of giving 
the benefit of it, it would assist in gradu- +baild* on. 5 
ally correcting oy een and iner 5 
evil, and in su 3 with phoper 
habitations.—It — have other very im t effects. 
It would diminish the calls for parochial relief; it mnt 
encourage and improve the good habits of the poor; 
would attach them to their 1 and give them an Gu 
creased. interest and share in the rty and prosperity of 
their country. The land re for each cottage and 
garden, need not be more than a rood; the value of which 
oulcf bear no possible comparison to "that of the industry 
to be employed upon it. The quarter of an acre that 
Britton Abbot inclosed, was not = a chilling a year. 
It now contains a good house and à garden, abounding in 
fruit, vegetables, and almost every thing that constitutes the 
wealth of the cottager. In such inclosures, the benefit to 
the country, and to the individuals of the parish, would far 
surpass any petty sacrifice of land to be required. Fi vx un- 


Sigur UNPROFITABLE ACRES OF WASTE GROUND 


WOULD” AFFORD HABITATION AND. COMFORT TO 
1 SUCH. 2 As 1 ABBOT's. _ 

n order to encour exertions 3 
che labourer, I hould hope that this would inf Ha . 
be conceded: to me, that the rood of land, the labourer is 
inclosed for his cottage. and garden (on owner and-occu< 
condition of a house bei rec 0 be. Pt 2 Cee 


2 AI 94 - e r . , "RL h 
* 


5 instances they got into othes hands, they would goon return 
again into the possession of the: labouring parichioner. 


r 


— — — little Cid tn he — = 6 — 

of the pocigh; en that they anight be wransmitted from'fa- 
ther t0:50n, like those little estates, which we cont 

drith s much pleasure in Burrodale. If, therefore, ah | 
3 1 — rents taxes, der. continued- no longer 
| Working within- due perde: it 
a — — | 


to him for v 


TITS ee — 
| ference would be to — 


* joners, members of friendly so- 
ch cieties; and that the character of the 

of hie children, und other circumstances, 
would 9 him the carriage of his 


materials, and his other neighbours to help him (5), with a 


pecuttiary-subcoription.. The annual sum of C. 10. r 20/80 
collected 2838 impartially and publickly given | 
28:2 premium to the most deserving labourer in that parieh 
either to assist him in erecting (i) his cottage, or to enable 
bim to purchast his c], would produce an incalculable 
eſleet on the good habits of the poor: and, while it re- 


Warded metit, would 'ﬆiinulte ods RI en- 


redn 1: 225 ML a5 4g 98 
ebe e inportant effects. — — 
93 dimimish'p; r 
aces Sy sesses a freehold oottage and garden, or * 
pari es, 
ee e cow; has seldom, if 38 o ch 2 
. ply for parochial relief. By attachin | 
to his own parishy ĩt would secure to: the — 
certain supply of IabOurere, and would equalize, and keep 
down, the price of labour, now: much enhanced by the dis- 


Ly — 
— — —— to their country; — — 
surest pledges and securities for their conduct. The cot. 
tager, who has property, 


y, is habituated to set a higher value 
on himself and on his character, and seems to be of a su. 
Tior race of men. Besides this, the addicitm, diane 
little frecholds might make tothe: industry, morals, and % 
1 a country, would be an object of consideration 
| boon respect; that the cottager, who has a garden and a 
e p 


operty of his own, has always before him a plent,,j,u 


able object of industry for his leisure time: whereas he who 


has none, is driven to the alehouse by the same tmhappy me- 
cessity, that en idle e men to the | mri. CIO 
R cu ation. W 2 FA 4 us: Nr 17 

Ine outline of 2 plan for supplying the cottager nb 5 
ders is 3 to the consideration of 30 * RV agih ; 
the publick. Its object is to avoĩd the two 
inconveniences 2 attend the loan of "RY BS 
money to the cottager, to enable him to an eee 
as his own' Property: the one; that if 2 dies, it in- 
volves the cottager in debt, almost amounting tun 
the other, that if the cottager is inclined to knavery, he 
may sell the cow, and make off with the money. In the 
mode which I have proposed, the cottager has a gradually 
increasing interest in the cow, sufficient to make him 
anxious for her preservation; but not such as either to in- 
volve him deeply, in case of her death, or to give him a 
right of disposing of her. () Fifteen pounds would be 
enough, to constitute, in any parish; a Perpetual fund, to 
supply annually the premium of a cow, for some industrious 
and well disposed — e 28 FIRE as this aid 

could be of any applicable use. 

I am presuming, that the land owner Shall have: been 
— to attend so far to his own inn 
terest, as to supply the cottager, at a o- And the; nf 
derate rent,; with the means df feeding his r- mag 
cow, Wherever it can berdene: It wink 


object is to be attained by ann gr to the cottages, 
tread, and others; or by giving the cottager, at a certain 
moderate rent, an adjistment for the cow, as Lord Brown- 
—— 
supplying him with pasture and a limited quantity of hay 
dune at Castle Eden; or by making the keep of the cot- 
_ tager's cow, at a limited rent, one of the conditions on 
which the farmer takes his farm, a method that has been 
adopted in the county of Lincoln. There is hardly any 
part of England, however, in which the cottager's cow 
may not be provided for, by one or other of these means; 
— another mode, which I should prefer, when prac- 
ticable, as the right which ĩt would give the poor man would 
dEnunahenable; and that is inclosing and improving froth the 
waste, cow pastures of ten or twelve acres each; the ex- 
clusĩve benetit whereof the cottagers of the parish should en- 
joy at a small rent; which (after providing for fences, &c.) 
_ go as a fund for supplying the poor of the parish 
. with fuel. Such inclosures would be extremely gratifying, 
and beneficial to that useful class of men, the labouring 
8 The stock on them should be limited; and a pre- 
ference given to labourers working within the parish, in 
Proportion to their families, their industry, and character. 
-T have only to add, that my friend's history contains in 
„ tit astrong proof, that, though the cottager 
Small farms be- * a 
nagt neither the is benefited by the supply of a garden and 
farmer, nor the Of land for his cow, while he continues a 
publik. labourer, yet if more land is added, just 
+ +. ., enough to constitute him a little farmer, 


* 
Y 
YL: 
4 
2 


Wich 3 very small capital, and to make him forego his 


profit and advantage as a labourer, his means of life, in- 
Stead of being improved by the acquisition of land, are 
prejudiced. No persons earn a harder or more precarious 
3 or do less good with their land, than very small 
farmers. © The condition of a labourer, who has à well 
stocked garden, a couple of cows, a pig, and just ground 


_ © 09+. + "0" "3: 
* 


him, who attempts to live as a poems, on mall 
not sufficient to maintain him as a farmer, 


great and ede a disadvantage. 
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2 his KEW W oh Some Py lis eee are . 
disposed to talk of his love of ale, than of his industry. Per- 


haps he may have drank a little more, on aecount of the great 
quantity of task-work that he has done. He has not, however, 


appearance of one habituated to tippting. My visit to him 
was on a Saturday evening, a time when alehouses are not 


empty; 3 then at hard work. His countenance shews 
that he has not ot prejudiced his own health by drinking; 
cottage, garden, wife, and children, all testify, that 


has.not 


injured his family by it. His wife spoke of him with ues 


apparent pleasure ; while she produced a leg of mutton, 
other good things, which she had been purchasing at mar- 
ket for the sup > of their larder. If it had been true; that he 
was a ee | it would have shewh still more forcibly, how 
much the energy of the labourer is gig _ even een 80 


Note (5) in page 7. Be og 

This experiment would be easily tried. 1 the poor”s 

rate of a parish so applied to be £.600 a year; and that C. 60 

a year of the rate, were to be annually employed in assisting the 
most industrious and deserving labourers, to become 


possessors 
of cottages and cows: I am confident the poor's rate of that 


parish would be greatly diminished in a few years; probably to 


half its present amount. The difference between a law that 


encourages the poor to exertion, and one that attempts to com- 

pel them to it, is, that in the first you have the co- o ion of 
the millions of the people Who are to be the objects of the law ; 
in the second, all the labour is thrown on the unten hath 


unSucgcerful man who are to attempt to execute ii. 


Note (c) in page 2. 0 
As act has been lately passed (in December, 1795), em- 


and his 


EY . 4 4 
N 9 S , 


4 


house at Rotterdam, there is a 


7 72 


* e 4 is the „ 
the idle have the same allowance of ue the same accom- 
modation, as the industrious. In the table of diet of the Rasp- 
great difference made between 
those who do full work, and those who only work balf-task, 
In the establishment at Munich, mere necessaries are allowed 
for those who do not work—for those who do, comforts and 


"Is F | Note (e) in pa 
There are some parts of England, 4. arts in the northern 


counties, where the habitations of the poor are very comfort- 
able; and other parts, in which the publick spirit and denevo- 


lence of individuals have done, and are doing much to improve 


them in their own neighbou rhood. Picturesq ue cottages might 
be so disposed around a park, as to ornament'and enliven The 
scenery with much more effect, than those misplaced Gothic 
castles, and those pigmy models of Grecian temples, that per- 
verted taste is so busy with: but it is the unfortunate principle 
of ornamental buildings in Engiand, that 83 Should be unin- 
e and uninbabitable. ; 2 
ote {F) in page PULL 1 224 
The exemption from land tax, would create another 3, 7 Pe | 
tion; that of not having to attend county elections. It might 
de proper that no settlement should be affected, or varied, by 
any ownership, or occupation, of these cottages: and that the 
rmance of the condition, by the erection of the cottage, 
ould be certified and recorded at the quarter En TT 


| Note (s) in page 10. 
The rent Should not be less than a guinea a year; to be dis- 
iributablei in fuel among the poor of the parish at Christmas. 
This would serve at once as a penalty on the ne my as a 
W to the parishioners. | | 
i Note (5) in page 10. | 
| When a young man in New England has raved! 2 benen 
towards erecting his house, he applies to his townsmen for as- 


| $istance : they fix the time, and all of them attend to get the 


' buildin up. I have known one of those houses erected and 
covered in, in the course of a few days. 


c « 1 12 
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land. . f 


cow, and a cottage and gard 5 
be both benevolence and wisdom in making such a property 
attainable in all cases by industry and economy, and in holdi 
them out to the Poor as the certain rewards of activity and g 


conduct, 


ader will find some valuable papers on cottages, in the 
Tate publication of the Board of Agriculture. It appears tome 


that the expence of them is, in general, estimated at more than 


they would cost the mere labourer. Something may be deducted 
for things done by himself, or family, at extra hours, or by some 
of his neighbours, particularly in-carriage; something for ma- 
terials purchased at an under price, and for favour, which work- 
men can and will shew the poor, in the price of work done. It 
seems to be a fact, that they can contrive to build cheaper than 
the higher classes of life. Of four cottages near Aylesbury, 
built about eighteen years ago with my permission on the 
waste, the cost was from C. 20 to 30 each, including the wall 
of the garden. They are good habitable dwellings. 

8 Note (&) in page 10. 

Landlords and farmers, who wish their own poor's rates 


reduced, would do well to enquire into the amount of the poor's 


rates in those parishes, where labourers have gardens and cows. 
One annual rate of sixpence in the pound has proved fully 
adequate to the relief of the poor in such a parish. See the Earl 
of Winchilsea's letter on the advantages of cottagers renting 


ER Note (7) in page 11 | 5 
Productive gardens to cottages would, by the increased con- 
sumption of vegetables, make a considerable saving in bread 
corn: the same observation may be applied to cottagers* cows. 
Of butter, eggs, and poultry, our markets might have a regular 
and cheap supply from cottagers. | ; 
Note (m) in page 11. | 

Upon supposition that the price of the cow were C. 12, the 

donor of such a fund would have to advance LF 8. 10s. the first 


| year, C. 5 the second, and C 1. 10s. the third; after which the 


rent of ( 3. 10s. paid for three years, for each cow, would pro- 


3 duce, in future, ( 10. 10s. a year; being (with the C 3. 108. 


originally paid by the cottager) C. 2 more than would purchase 


a cottager's cow every year after. The additional C. 2 a year 


would, I presume, be sufficient to insure, for the year, the 


| landlord's interest in the cows.—I am not sanguine enough to 


hope, that every labourer can be so fortunate as to possess a 
en of his own ; but there would 
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